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July 2016 

 

Dear Branch Member 

 

Once again I am delighted to send you my greetings as Chairman of your Branch. Last year at this 

time I said to members that  it was our intention to make 2016 not only a year to remember, but also to 

use it as an opportunity to promote the benefits of Scottish Country Dancing to the wider public, and to 

bring in as many new members as we can.  It has indeed been an exciting year for us as we celebrate 

70 years and we look forward to completing the year in style with our St Andrew’s Ball and Gala 

Evening at the beginning of December. I can also say we have been delighted to welcome some new 

members – there is still plenty room for more - so let’s make sure we continue to encourage new 

dancers through 2016-2017.  It is a real privilege to have your support in steering your committee 

through these exciting times of celebration and outreach. The committee is a great team of office 

bearers, class representatives and elected members who all work very hard to help the Branch 

provide classes and activities for us all to enjoy.   

 

Our 2016 weekend school was again a great success, very well attended and enjoyed by all. Once 

more we thank Rita, Rosie, Nicholas and the Fermanagh Scottish Dancers affiliated group who 

worked so hard to assist us in running an “out of town” event in their home territory. Your committee 

has, however, decided that in light of all the 2016 special events, we will use the upcoming 2016-2017 

session to enjoy our Anniversary “big events” in December 2016 and take a break from holding a 

weekend school in 2017.  In recent years we did not organise a weekend school every year, although 

we had the benefit of alternating years with Portrush branch, so 2017 will focus on our other shorter 

events. You will no doubt be aware that running major events has a significant impact on our finances, 

as we endeavour to keep costs to dancers at a very reasonable rate. If we had not been able to 

secure some very useful funding from the Ulster Scots Agency our losses from the weekend school 

would have been greater, and we would inevitably have had to increase the prices. Your office bearers 

worked very hard to secure this funding to support many of the 70th Anniversary events. As such 

matters do, it involved much midnight oil being burned in production of a large amount of paperwork, 

and form completion. Fortunately our retiring Treasurer, Linda Harley, who has been crucial to this 

process, has very kindly agreed to continue using her accountancy knowledge and skills to guide us 

through the last few months of managing the award and subsequent paperwork. We are very grateful 

that Linda has offered her professional expertise for a few extra months, despite having finished her 

term of office, to ensure that we complete this significant exercise in a satisfactory and timely manner.  

 

On this note I wish also to acknowledge the work done by our retiring Hon. Secretary, John Campbell.  

Both these key offices are very demanding roles and for me it has been great to have both our 

Secretary and Treasurer working so diligently alongside, cheerfully and unstintingly giving of their time 

and expertise. Thank you John and Linda – the Branch owes you both a huge debt of gratitude.  

 

I am delighted to welcome Joan Madill as Hon. Secretary and Patrick Brunskill as Hon. Treasurer for 

the next two years. Neither is a stranger to hard work on the committee and Joan brings the 

advantage of having conducted the role so efficiently in a previous term of office, while Patrick has 
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become known to dancers across the miles in his previous role as our ticket secretary.  I know both 

Joan and Patrick will step into the shoes of their predecessors with equal commitment and are highly 

competent, so the Branch administration will continue in good, safe hands.   

 

Building on our successes, I am happy to report that not only has the monthly Advanced Class 

become an established, very popular class, but also the Basic Skills Class has really taken off, so we 

will be continuing with it in 2016-2017.  We are pleased that Evelyn Redmond will continue to take this 

much valued class. Please encourage newer members to come along to it – and I can also guarantee 

that some who are not so new will still find it a most enjoyable, informative learning experience!  

 

At the recent AGM you had the opportunity to debate the costs of classes and Branch membership. 

We also informed you that, despite our best efforts to reject that proposal at the RSCDS AGM, and 

speaking up against the motion, the HQ subscription has been raised by a further £2 to £20 per 

annum to go towards increased running costs and further developments. The Branch had decreased 

its own subscription charge to absorb the previous HQ increase, but cannot continue to underwrite it, 

so after some discussion at the AGM you, the members, therefore voted to support the proposal for 

small increases in class costs to Branch members for 2016-2017, and to keep the Branch fee at £7.  It 

was pointed out that the cost of each class is still phenomenally low per week, so value for money 

cannot be questioned. Where else would you get an evening of excellent skilled teaching with fun, 

fitness, friendship and much laughter for what works out at £2 a time?  This means that the branch fee 

will remain at £7, class fees will be £48 (24 classes), total pp = £75 for a year’s dancing and 

membership of the world wide RSCDS and all it offers and of course of the wonderful Belfast Branch.  

[The 20% reduction for two members of the same family at the same address still applies to the 

RSCDS HQ subscription i.e. from 2016 £32 for the dual membership instead of £40]. Belfast Branch 

visitors’ fees, Advanced and Basic Skills class fees will remain at £4 per class.  

   

Over the year some members have had to cope with particular challenges such as illness and 

bereavement. We offer our support to all those who have faced difficulties or lost loved ones. Our 

branch family has also been privileged to share opportunities for celebrations including an increasing 

number of “big birthdays”.  As has been said so often, but is nonetheless valid, this sense of being a 

member of the Scottish Country Dancing family, of sharing in each other’s joys and sorrows is 

significant.  I am always greatly heartened to hear of the care shown to members by their friends in 

Scottish dancing when they most need it.    

 

It recently dawned on me that the motto of Belfast City "Pro tanto quid retribuamus" - "What can we 

give in return for so much" might well be applied to Belfast Branch. Indeed I think we all feel we get so 

much from our Scottish dancing that goes far beyond the immediate benefits of evenings spent trying 

to master reels, jigs and strathspeys and various steps and formations! We are fortunate to have such 

a wonderful pastime, where many lasting friendships are formed.  

 

As we look forward once more to a new year of dancing I ask that you please pass on suggestions to 

the committee, through your class representatives or directly to me, as to how we can make sure the 

Branch continues to go forward successfully.  I would also welcome feedback on our communications 

with you as members and how you perceive the impact of our website and social media presence. All 

positive suggestions for improvements will be gratefully received! 

 

Finally my very best wishes for a happy, successful year of Scottish country dancing, filled with fun 

and laughter amongst friends. I look forward to seeing you in your classes and at our events, and to 

sharing the joy of dancing with you.  

   

Happy dancing through 2016-2017! 
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Aileen Patterson 

Chairman 


