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Minutes of the 69th Annual General Meeting of the RSCDS Belfast Branch held on 
Wednesday 27 May 2015 in Knockbreda Parish Church Hall at 8pm 

 
 

Present: 
   
Chairman:    Aileen Patterson 
 

Honorary Secretary   John Campbell    
 

Honorary Treasurer:  Linda Harley  
 
President:    Elizabeth Cameron 
 
Members:  
 

35 members listed in the attendance register 
                        
Opening of meeting 
The Chairman, Aileen Patterson, welcomed all to the meeting and declared the meeting 
open. 
  
2015.05.27.01 Apologies:  Moira Alexander, Anne Neill, Ann Armstrong, May 
Rooney advised verbally, plus 7 others recorded in the attendance register.  May 
Rooney subsequently joined the meeting. 
 

2015.05.27.02: Adoption of the Minutes of the 68th Annual General Meeting on 

Wednesday, 28 May, 2014.  

Agreed as accurate by assent. 

2015.05.27.03: Matters arising:  

  There were no matters arising                            

2015.05.27.04: Secretary’s report:  

The Secretary opened his report in summary by describing the activity of the Branch as 

“a busy year with a number of firsts”.  The Branch were invited to the Belfast Mayoral 

parlour, where the Lord Mayor, Nichola Mallon, received a commemorative presentation 

consisting of a plaque, signed book and CD in recognition of the publication of Lucy 

Mulholland’s dance, City of Belfast, by the RSCDS.  The Mayor welcomed the 



president, Elizabeth Cameron, Lucy, treasurer, Linda Harley, and the secretary.  It was 

a most enjoyable and memorable visit. 

The summer dances were held in Knockbreda to much success being both popular and 

very enjoyable, and Branch members attended summer school in St Andrews again, 

although a smaller number than is normal.  Classes started again in September, this 

year without Bangor, welcoming Dundela, and hoping that Whitehouse would continue 

to grow.  It felt like an important year, and broadly the aims were met.   

In total, Branch membership fell slightly but not a lot.  Within the apparent stability there 

were a lot of changes with Bloomfield, Lisburn, and Dundela by default all registering 

new members.  Some long term friends didn’t renew and they have been missed.  

Malone was particularly affected. 

It became obvious that the Chairman’s promise at last year’s election, to work hard for 

the Branch, was being fulfilled.  Several visits to Fermanagh, driving what became the 

first RSCDS conference at Enniskillen, and researching venues for Branch events were 

very obvious.  The hard work paid off. 

The Branch enjoyed the success of a new venue at St Nicholas’ church for the St 

Andrew’s Ball.  Feedback on the dining arrangements was very positive as was the 

availability of on-site car parking (just about enough).  Ronnie and Ruth Barnes received 

Branch certificates for a lifetime of service to the Branch, both on committee and for 

teaching, and also to Lucy Mulholland in recognition of the publication of City of Belfast. 

Two established events, the Burns Night and St Patrick’s night at A class and 

Bloomfield respectively, were well supported and very successful.  The advanced class 

changed home from Malone to Knockbreda, and is working well. 

The Branch was again to the fore at the AGM both networking and engaging in 

supplementary meetings, and debating motions from the floor. 

The spring months included the Children’s day school and a trip to a day school in 

Holland for a strong representation from the Branch.  A lot of networking and 

preparation for 70th anniversary celebrations was also achieved in Holland.  On return, 

the arrangements for the Enniskillen week-end were in full swing.  Intense, extensive, 

rewarding, and repeatable, were some of the feelings recorded about Enniskillen week-

end.  Enniskillen was a great success.  It was a testament to the vision of our previous 

chairman, Michael Clendinning, our present chairman Aileen, and to the committee and 

members for seeing it through and supporting it in such number.  The work of the 

Fermanagh group, particularly Rosie and Nick Watts, Rita Cooper, and Ruth Clarke was 

recorded.  Locally, our ticket secretary Patrick Brunskill took on a huge amount of work 

and delivered.  A great team effort. 



The Branch also managed to fit in a visit to the Carryduff Set Dancing Club, and we 

were very warmly received.  A large group of Branch members enjoyed exchanging 

insight into our respective forms of dance and a great night was enjoyed by all in 

attendance.  It is something we could very well want to repeat. 

The Committee members have been working hard for the Branch, but none more so 

than our Chairman.  To be an effective group, there has to be a strong leader, and 

Aileen is that in every way.  On a personal level I want to thank Aileen for picking up the 

pieces at various times in a difficult year, to the various committee notetakers who 

assisted at many meetings, and tom our treasurer for her continues support and 

coordination with member details.  

 2015.05.28.05: Treasurer’s report:  

The Treasurer opened her report with thanks to E Cadden for conducting the audit in a 

professional and efficient manner.  The Branch had £11875 in funds, helped by an 

excess of income of £563.81, which included an early receipt of £600 from the 

Enniskillen week-end.  Broadly, income and expenditure was close during the year, 

despite branch fees being reduced from £9 to £7 per member, and hall rental costs 

rising in the year.  Looking at class income and expenditure, all classes lose money 

based simply on memberships, the gains in income arising from additional events.  

Branch membership fell by a net 9 to 157 members. 

In the year local bands helped reduce costs, the fee structure for the children’s class 

was changed to 2 payments in the year which helped, and the children’s day school 

offset the class running costs. 

It was proposed by P Brunskill that the accounts be accepted, and was seconded by 
Carol Campbell, the proposal was accepted unanimously 
 
2015.05.27.06: Co-ordinating Committee Report:   
 
The activity of the committee was limited to changing the signatories to the bank 
account to reflect the new appointments, and renewal of the liability insurance.  It was 
reported that the insurance was not index linked and had not been reviewed but simply 
renewed.  The co-ordinating committee was requested to forward a recommendation to 
the main committee in due course.  
 
2015.05.27.07:  Demonstration Secretary report: 
 

The demonstration team had been active throughout the year in promoting Scottish 

Country Dancing, and Belfast Branch  Demonstrations had taken place for Lisburn 

Mother’s Union, Bangor Care Home, St Nicholas’ MU, Broad Island Gathering, BBC NI, 

the International students night at Crescent Church, and an event at Carrickfergus 



Castle.  Thanks were given to those who had offered their time to take part in 

demonstration dances, and a request for additional experienced dancers was 

encouraged to extend the number of volunteers available.   

2015.05.28.08:  Children’s Class report:  

The class had enjoyed another successful year with 15 children enrolled ranging in age 

from 4-12 years, the average attendance being 9/10 each week.  The children made  

excellent progress with their footwork and learned several new dances, due to the 

excellent teaching and enthusiasm of Elma McCausland.  The product of their learning 

was highlighted in a wonderful end of year party, and also at the Children’s Day school.  

Thanks were recorded to Jenny Moulds and Aileen Patterson for providing assistance at 

the classes, and also to parents who joined in dancing on several occasions. 

The class rep had completed her term of office and wished her successor well, and 

offered any help or support required.  

 

2015.05.27.09:  Youth Co-ordinator’s report: 

 

The main activities were support of school teaching programmes and the Children’s Day 

school.  Elma, Ronnie, and Lucy were all involved teaching in schools.  The Day school 

had 25 attendees dancing simple dances and formations and was successful, enjoyed 

by the children and the parents provided positive feedback.  2 teachers and 7 assisting 

members were added to the Child Protection list in preparation for the event.  Thanks 

were recorded to the Ulster Scots Agency for acting as sponsor for the refresh training 

for Child Protection.  

2015.05.27.10:  Website sub-committee report: 
 
The website activity is not normally reported at main committee, the principal role is to 
publish photographs and upcoming event dates and details.  There was a noted 
increase in activity and use of social media – Twitter and Facebook, mainly intended to 
attract younger people.   
 
2015.05.27.11: Chairman’s Report:   
 
The Chairman opened her remarks by thanking committee members and officers for 
their hard work and “can do” attitude, which made her role so much easier.  The 
feedback she had received included many accolades indicating that we were a great 
Branch to come to.  Branch awards were presented to Ruth and Ronnie Barnes who 
had contributed more than a century of service to the Branch between them.  An 
outstanding achievement, and the citation is published on the Branch website. 
 
The Chairman outlined structural developments completed in the year including the role 
and function of the social sub-committee, the publication of the constitution and rules in 



electronic format, updating of policies, and an updated on-line presence for which the 
various sub-committee members were thanked. 
 
The dancing activity in the Branch was largely maintained, but the closure of Bangor 
class, and successful establishment of Dundela class were noted.  The Branch also 
joined 2 voluntary organisations, the Dance Resource Space, and the Voluntary Arts, 
primarily to improve networking and publication of our presence. 
 
The Chairman warmly thanked the class teachers and reps on whom much of the 
Branch activity fell.  The advanced class had recorded good turnouts and all the 
contributing teachers were thanked.  A new development was the afternoon class at the 
week-end school, which was hugely successful, if challenging.  The Chairman outlined 
plans for the coming season to offer a monthly basic skills class. 
 
During the year Branch members had enjoyed many happy nights, often travelling 
frequently and also by some distance.  The engagement of members was highlighted.  
The Branch also collaborated in a charity event at the Belfast Boat Club, which was 
successful if a little cramped as a venue.  The Branch were also to the fore at the 
Commonwealth Ceilidh at Belfast City Hall, from which a few new members were 
recruited.  On a more public note, the collaboration with Tern TV was successful and 
raised the Branch profile significantly.  There were 2 visits with the Carryduff Set 
Dancing Club in September and April, which may lead to a reciprocal arrangement of 
limited frequency, given other commitments and Branch priorities. 
The Chairman recorded the death of a former chairman, Myra Beattie, to members, as a 
sad loss, but took the opportunity to outline the support that Branch members provide to 
one another at these times.  The limits of Branch affiliation went well beyond simply 
dancing. 
 
On a happier note, the Chairman advised that plans for the 70th anniversary year in 
2016 were already well underway and the year promised to be a memorable one.  The 
Chairman closed by reminding members that our aim is always to have Fun, Fitness, 
and Friendship. 
 
2015.05.27.12: Appointment of Office Bearers and Committee 
 
All offices were declared vacant and the President took the chair. 
The president recorded her thanks to Aileen Patterson on her year in office, and invited 
nominations for Chairman. Aileen Patterson was elected unanimously by assent. 
 
The Chairman, Aileen Patterson took the chair and thanked all for their support, and 
recorded her appreciation for all the inputs and counsel she had received.   
 
The Chairman conducted the appointment of the remaining offices and Committee, as 
follows: 
 
Secretary  John Campbell 
      
Treasurer  Linda Harley    



Both were jointly elected unanimously by assent. 
 
Committee 
 
After a period of encouragement, the following were elected by assent: 
Moira Fletcher 
Lyn Rankin 
Lucy Mulholland 
Ronnie Barnes 
Evelyn Redmond 
Jenny Moulds 
Jeanette Chambers (to be allocated as Advanced Class Rep) 
 
The class representatives elected were: 
 
A Class Mary Campbell 
Bloomfield Joan Madill 
Dundela Carol Campbell 
Helen’s Bay Patrick Brunskill 
Lisburn Ann Graham 
Malone Anne Clarke 
Whitehouse Shirley McBride 
 
NI Co-ordinating Committee 
Ronnie Barnes and May Rooney, proposed by Jenny Moulds and  seconded by 
Gwynne Donnell, were elected. 
 
Retiring members of committee were thanked for their valued contribution and new 
members were welcomed.  
 
2015.05.27.13: AOB 
 
A request for a review of resources was made if the Enniskillen week-end school was to 
be repeated next year. 
Members were reminded that the closing date for submission of dances to be 
considered for the 70th Anniversary book/CD was the end of June. 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.16pm. 
 
 
 
 
John Campbell 
Hon Secretary 


